A CORNER OF OLD ENGLAND

IT has been maintained that war is in-
dispensable because it teaches people
geography. I will not discuss the merits
or the defects of that doctrine here, and I
freely admit that in August, 1914, I knew
nothing of the situation of Brest-Litovsk or
Bourlon Wood. But the illumination of war
is only local, and, since I have to mention the
Southern Appalachians, I had better explain
what they are." They are a range of mountains,
or, rather, an extensive mountain district
running from the Pennsylvania border, through
the Virginias, Kentucky, the Carolinas, and
Tennessee into the northern parts of Georgia
and Alabama. Here Mrs. 0. D. Campbell and
Mr. Cecil Sharp (to whom we owe the recovery
of many of our old country songs) have been
hunting for English Folk Songs. The results
of their explorations are published by Messrs.
Putnam ; the book is a romance.

The Southern Appalachian region is a large
one, larger than Great Britian. Mr. Sharp has,
therefore, covered as yet no more than small
portions of it, chiefly in the " Laurel Country "
of North Carolina. In that region he had
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